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FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

 
 

PHIL 627 Lec 01 – Topics in the Philosophy of Religion 
Topic #1 – “Continental Philosophy of Religion” 

 
Winter Term 2013 

 
Course Outline 

 
Lectures:    M 15:00-17:30 in ST 067 

 
Instructor:  Dr. K. Froese         
Office:  SS 1328 (Religious Studies Department) 
Phone:  403-220-3282       
Email: froese@ucalgary.ca  
Office Hours: M 1-2 PM  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVE 
This course will analyze texts from the European continental tradition which explore the 
intersection between religious, ethical and philosophical ideas. The religious roots of “secular ideas” 
will also be examined as well as questions concerning the relationship between philosophy and 
religion.  
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

 Friedrich Nietzche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra.  Tr. R. J. Hollingdale, Penguin Classics, 2003.  
 Soren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling/Repetition. Tr. Howard Hong and Edna Hong, 

Princeton University Press, 1983,  
 Martin Heidegger, Basic Writings.  Harper Perennial, 2008.  
 Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity.  Tr. Alphonso Lingis, Duquesne University Press, 

1969. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Students must complete all requirements of the course to receive a passing grade.  There will be no 
Registrar-scheduled final exam 
 

 Contribution to in-class discussion and one presentation  20% 
The seminar presentation should include a 20-minute presentation.  You will also be expected 
to lead class discussion for 20 minutes.   

 
 First Paper Due in class (15 pages) – Monday, March 4   40%  

 
 Second Paper Due in class (15-20 pages) – Monday, April 15 40%  
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Papers must be submitted to the instructor at the BEGINNING of the class of the day indicated.  Late 
papers will be marked down at a rate of 3% per day.  Extensions will only be granted under 
exceptional circumstances and must be accompanied by proper documentation (i.e., medical 
certificate, bereavement notice, police report, etc).  Computer breakdown is not a valid reason for 
an extension.  Students are expected to make back-up copies of all their assignments. PLEASE 
FAMILIARIZE YOURSELVES WITH THE RULES CONCERNING PLAGIARISM.  
 
 
GRADING SCHEME 
Grades will be assigned based on the following table: 
 

A+ 95-100   B+  77-79  C+  67-69  D+  55-59 
A   85-94  B    74-76  C    64-66  D    50-54 
A-  80-84  B-   70-73   C-   60-63  F       0-49 

 
 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
(The schedule may change depending on the nature of class discussion.) 

 
January 14: Introduction 
 
Nietzsche: January 21-February 4 
Thus Spoke Zarathustra 
 
Kierkegaard: February 11-March 4 
Fear and Trembling 
 
Heidegger: March 11-25 
Excerpts from “Basic Writings” 
Excerpts from Being and Time:  pp. 41-63 
“The Question Concerning Technology” 
“The Origin of the Work of Art” 
“Building, Dwelling, Thinking” 
excerpts from Contributions to Philosophy, provided by instructor.  
 
Levinas: April 1-15 
Totality and Infinity books 1-3 
 
 
 

INTELLECTUAL HONESTY 
Intellectual honesty is the cornerstone of the development and acquisition of knowledge and requires that the 
contribution of others be acknowledged.  As a result, cheating or plagiarism on any assignment or examination is 
regarded as an extremely serious academic offence, the penalty for which may be an F on the assignment and 
possibly also an F in the course, academic probation, or requirement to withdraw. The University Calendar states 
that plagiarism exists when: 

 the work submitted or presented was done, in whole or in part, by an individual other than the one 
submitting or presenting the work (this includes having another impersonate the student or otherwise 
substituting the work of another for one’s own in an examination or test; 

 parts of the work are taken from another source without reference to the original  author; 

 the whole work (e.g., an essay) is copied from another source; and/or 



3 

 

 a student submits or presents work in one course which has also been submitted in another course 
(although it may be completely original with that student) without the knowledge of or prior agreement of 
the instructor involved. 

While it is recognized that scholarly work often involves reference to the ideas, data and conclusions of other 
scholars, intellectual honesty requires that such references be explicitly and clearly noted.  Plagiarism occurs not 
only when direct quotations are taken from a source without specific acknowledgement, but also when original 
ideas or data from the source are not acknowledged.  A bibliography is insufficient to establish which portions of 
the student’s work are taken from external sources; footnotes or other recognized forms of citation must be used 
for this purpose.     
 
 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
It is the student's responsibility to request academic accommodation.  If you are a student with a documented 
disability who may require academic accommodation and have not registered with the Disability Resource Centre, 
contact their office at 220-8237.  Students who have not registered with the Disability Resource Centre are not 
eligible for formal academic accommodation.  You are also required to discuss your needs with your instructor no 
later than fourteen (14) days after the start of this course. 
 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY (FOIP) ACT 
The University of Calgary is under the jurisdiction of the provincial FOIP Act in all aspects of its operations as a 
publicly funded institution.  The Department of Philosophy ensures the student’s right to privacy by requiring all 
graded assignments be returned to the student directly from the instructor.  
 

SAFEWALK 
Call 403-220-5333 (24 hours a day/7 days a week/365 days a year) for a Safewalk volunteer to accompany you 
safely to your destination on campus including parking lots, housing, and LRT station. Or use a Campus Help phone. 

 


