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FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 

Philosophy 505 – Advanced Topics in Modern Philosophy 
Lec 01, Topic 8: “Kant’s Ethics” 

 
Fall Term 2010 

 
Course Outline 

 
Lectures: W 12:00-14:30, ST 128 

 
Instructor: Elizabeth Brake     
Office:  SS 1220        
Phone:  403-220-3163      
Email: brake@ucalgary.ca       
Office Hours : Monday, 1 p.m. – 3 pm.     
     
Course Description 
This course is a close study of Kant’s ethics.  We will begin with the Groundwork of the Metaphysics 
of Morals (1785), which sets out the structure of Kant’s moral theory and his most important 
arguments for it.  We will consider different interpretations and criticisms of Kant’s theory.  In the 
second half of the course, we will read portions of the Metaphysics of Morals (1797-98), which 
applies Kant’s theory in the realms of justice and virtue.  Here we will consider specific topics such 
as property, marriage, lying, and the virtues.  We will also discuss developments of Kant’s views in 
the Critique of Practical Reason (1788).   
 
Texts 

• Mary Gregor, ed., Practical Philosophy (Cambridge University Press, The Cambridge Edition 
of the Works of Immanuel Kant). 

• Additional assigned readings will be posted on Blackboard or via the Library website. 
 
Assessment 
 

Weight Assignment Due date 
15% Short writing assignment Oct 6 
25% In-class test  Oct 20 
15% Group presentation (with 

written component) 
TBA 

5% Participation  
40% Term paper (3000 words) Dec 13 

 
To pass the class, you must complete all assignments.  Detailed instructions will be given for each 
writing assignment.  Participation will be assessed on the basis of well-informed, constructive 
questions and contributions to discussion.  Weekly, quality comments will earn full marks; failure 
to contribute at all over the course of the semester will earn no points. There will not be a 
Registrar-scheduled final exam. 
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I will not accept assignments by e-mail.  Assignments handed in outside class must be submitted in 
the drop box on the 12th floor of Social Sciences.  Late work will be penalized by 3 points each day it 
is overdue, unless there is a documented excuse. 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any instance of plagiarism – downloading papers from the 
Internet, copying or paraphrasing material from any source – will be reported to the Faculty of Arts 
and I will assign an F for the course or the assignment. 
 
As stated in the University Calendar, letter grades reflect the following standards: 
A: Excellent — superior performance, showing comprehensive understanding of subject matter. 
B: Good — clearly above average performance with knowledge of subject matter generally 

complete. 
C: Satisfactory — basic understanding of the subject matter. 
D: Minimal pass — marginal performance; generally insufficient preparation for subsequent 

courses in the same subject. 
F: Fail — unsatisfactory performance or failure to meet course requirements. 
 
Grade scale: 

A+ 97-100  A  93-96  A- 90-92 
B+ 87-89   B 83-86   B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79   C 73-76   C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69   D 60-66   F  59 and below 

 
Writing skills will be a factor in the evaluation of work. 
 
There is a Blackboard site for this course.  Log in at http://blackboard.ucalgary.ca/  using your U of 
C e-mail username and password.  I will use Blackboard 

- to communicate grades 
- to make announcements (including reading assignments) 
- to post course documents (this outline, writing assignments, powerpoint slides) 
- to link to philosophy web-sites. 

 
Books on Library Reserve: 
 
Works by Kant: 
Anthropology from a pragmatic point of view (trans. Gregor, 1974)  
Critique of practical reason (trans. Gregor, 1997) 
Groundwork of the metaphysics of morals (trans. Gregor, 1998) 
Lectures on ethics (trans. Heath, 1996) 
The metaphysics of morals (trans. Gregor, 1991) 
Philosophical correspondence, 1759-99 (trans. Zweig, 1967) 
Practical philosophy (mainly trans. Gregor, 1996) 
 
Secondary literature: 
Gregor, Mary, Laws of freedom: a study of Kant's method of applying the categorical imperative in the 

Metaphysik der Sitten 
Guyer, Paul, The Cambridge companion to Kant 
Korsgaard, Christine, Creating the kingdom of ends 
O’Neill, Onora, Constructions of Reason  
Paton, H. J., The Categorical imperative: a study in Kant's moral philosophy  
Timmons, Mark, Kant's Metaphysics of morals: interpretative essays  
Williams, Howard, Kant's political philosophy 
Wood, Allen, Kant's ethical thought 
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Schedule 
 
This is a rough guide.  Specific page assignments will be given out in class.   
 
Sept 15  First meeting 
 
Sept 22  The analysis of ordinary moral concepts; acting from duty: Groundwork I 
O. O’Neill, ‘Kantian Ethics’, in Peter Singer, ed., A Companion to Ethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 1991), 

175-185 
M. Baron, ‘On the Alleged Moral Repugnance of Acting from Duty’, The Journal of Philosophy 81:4 

(1984), 197-220  
 
Sept 29  The Categorical Imperative: Formula of Universal Law: Groundwork II 
C. Korsgaard, Creating the Kingdom of Ends (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 77-105 
 
Oct 6  The Categorical Imperative: Formula of the End in Itself: Groundwork II 
O. O’Neill, ‘Between consenting adults’, Philosophy and Public Affairs 14:3 (1985), 252-277  
 
Oct 13  The Categorical Imperative: Formula of the Kingdom of Ends; equivalence of the formulae: 

Groundwork II 
O. O’Neill, ‘Universal laws and ends-in-themselves’, in Constructions of Reason (Cambridge 

University Press, 1989), 126-144 
 
Oct 20  Test  
 
Oct 27  The synthetic a priori connection of rationality to morality; the defense of freedom: 

Groundwork III 
T. Hill, ‘Kant’s argument for the rationality of moral conduct’, Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 66 

(1985), 3-23  
 
Nov 3  The defense of freedom, cont.: excerpts, Critique of Practical Reason 
 
Nov 10 Kant’s theory of justice; property rights: excerpts, Doctrine of Justice 
H. Williams, ‘Kant’s concept of property’, Philosophical Quarterly 27:106 (1977), 32-40 
 
 
Nov 17  Kant’s account of marriage and the family: excerpts, Doctrine of Justice 
B. Herman, ‘Could it be worth thinking about Kant on sex and marriage?, in Louise Antony and 

Charlotte Witt, eds., A Mind of One's Own (Boulder, Colo.: Westview, 1993), 49-67 
 
Nov 24  Kant’s theory of virtue: excerpts, Doctrine of Virtue 
R. Louden, ‘Kant’s Virtue Ethics’, Philosophy: The Journal of the Royal Institute of Philosophy 61 

(1986), 473-489 
 
Dec 1  Truth-telling: excerpts, Doctrine of Virtue, and ‘On the Supposed Right to Lie from 

Philanthropic Motives’ 
 
Dec 8  Love and respect: excerpts, Doctrine of Virtue 
M. Baron, ‘Love and respect in the Doctrine of Virtue’, in Mark Timmons, ed., Kant’s Metaphysics of 

Morals: Interpretative Essays (Oxford University Press, 2002), 391-407 
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INTELLECTUAL HONESTY 
Intellectual honesty is the cornerstone of the development and acquisition of knowledge and requires 
that the contribution of others be acknowledged.  As a result, cheating or plagiarism on any assignment 
or examination is regarded as an extremely serious academic offence, the penalty for which may be an F 
on the assignment and possibly also an F in the course, academic probation, or requirement to 
withdraw. The University Calendar states that plagiarism exists when: 

• the work submitted or presented was done, in whole or in part, by an individual other than the 
one submitting or presenting the work (this includes having another impersonate the student or 
otherwise substituting the work of another for one’s own in an examination or test; 

• parts of the work are taken from another source without reference to the original  author; 
• the whole work (e.g., an essay) is copied from another source; and/or 
• a student submits or presents work in one course which has also been submitted in another 

course (although it may be completely original with that student) without the knowledge of or 
prior agreement of the instructor involved. 

While it is recognized that scholarly work often involves reference to the ideas, data and conclusions of 
other scholars, intellectual honesty requires that such references be explicitly and clearly noted.  
Plagiarism occurs not only when direct quotations are taken from a source without specific 
acknowledgement, but also when original ideas or data from the source are not acknowledged.  A 
bibliography is insufficient to establish which portions of the student’s work are taken from external 
sources; footnotes or other recognized forms of citation must be used for this purpose.     
 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
It is the student's responsibility to request academic accommodation.  If you are a student with a 
documented disability who may require academic accommodation and have not registered with the 
Disability Resource Centre, contact their office at 220-8237.  Students who have not registered with the 
Disability Resource Centre are not eligible for formal academic accommodation.  You are also required to 
discuss your needs with your instructor no later than fourteen (14) days after the start of this course. 
 

STUDENTS’ UNION REPRESENTATIVES 
The Faculty of Arts Representatives are Laura Golebiowski (arts1@su.ucalgary.ca), Bhuvana 
Sankaranarayanan (arts2@su.ucalgary.ca), Lara Schmitz (arts3@su.ucalgary.ca), and Vincent St. Pierre 
(arts4@su.ucalgary.ca) .             
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY (FOIP) ACT 
The University of Calgary is under the jurisdiction of the provincial FOIP Act in all aspects of its 
operations as a publicly funded institution.  The Department of Philosophy ensures the student’s right to 
privacy by requiring all graded assignments be returned to the student directly from the instructor 
unless other arrangements have been made in writing and filed with the Department Administrator.  
 
  

SAFEWALK: PROMOTING CAMPUS SAFETY AND AWARENESS 
Twenty four hours a day, seven days a week, Safewalk volunteers walk people safely to their destination 
on campus. This service is free and available to students, staff, and campus visitors.  Safewalks are done 
in male/female pairs. The volunteers walk anywhere on campus (including McMahon Stadium, Health 
Sciences, Student Family Housing, the Alberta Children's Hospital and the University LRT station). To 
request a Safewalk volunteer to walk with you, call 403-220-5333 (24 hours a day/7 days a week/365 
days a year) or use one of the Help Phones located across campus (they are not just for emergencies). 
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